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Looking ahead:
Sun, Nov 5 - Daylight Saving Day (turn your clocks back!)
Fri, Nov 10 - Veteran’s Day (School closed)
Thur, Nov 16 - Violeta Montessori Evening 6-7:30pm in Violeta
Wed-Fri Nov 23-25 - Thanksgiving (School closed)
Mon, Nov 6: Snack & Laundry - Ellie Aja
Remember: log-in to smile.amazon.com, click on “Violeta” &
Amazon will donate to us!

“The only outwardly recognizable sign of the onset of the sensitive period for language is the child’s smile.”
~Dr. Montessori

Yayla told us that our rug is
from Tibet, this rug is from
Afghanistan!

I loved the image Alison Gopnik created in her book, “The Gardener
and the Carpenter”: to understand our unique relationship to children;
“caring for children is like tending a garden”. We create spaces of love,
beauty, safety, kindness…where everyone is free to learn. These spaces
are environments carefully crafted and tended to with stability and
consistency. The prepared environment in Violeta offers each child a
3-4 year curriculum (including the traditional Kindergarten year) of
materials and lessons. The 3-4 year curricula includes practical life,
sensorial, math, and language (geography, biology, etc). The prepared
environment offers the child opportunities for curiosity, wonder,
discovery, and exploration.

Miss Marissa
at Niche
eloquently
explained how some plants have
spines, some don’t grow in soil…we
learned so much!

Within language there are four areas of learning and
exploring in Violeta’s prepared environment: 1) Spoken
Language, 2) Phonemic Awareness, 3) Writing (Creating
Words), and 4) Reading. Violeta is an orderly physical space
and has consistent routines for the child’s Absorbent Mind to
acquire organization within their intelligence.
We celebrated Tearza’s 3rd
Birthday through stories and
songs in English and Spanish!

Rich oral language experiences include opportunities for the children to
freely speak, practice new language, and hear language; in Violeta this is
in both English and Spanish!
At home, slow down. Let your body silently model how to unhurriedly
move gracefully. Also, slow your speaking tempo and your expected
response time: be aware of your child’s speed or slower reaction to
spoken commands and questions. Learn to wait before repeating a
request or assuming your child is disobedient. Your child has an
Absorbent Mind so speak clearly, use technical terms, articulate new or
challenging words, read books on a higher level daily, and play word
games. Have conversations with your child - face to face - and listen
patiently to what your child says.

We
look at
the
pictures to better understand the
story read to us in Spanish!

Returning to the metaphor of tending to a garden, spoken language is
like the soil for children to grow deep roots in the world.
My hands are developing
during my sensitive period
for movement: this nature collage brings
out the natural explorer in me and refines
my pincer grasp!

The more I discuss the continents the
better my verbal language skills
articulation, syntax, and selfexpression develop!

