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Is spring here? Our 

first daffodil! 

Montessori often mentions an “inner guide” in her writings and by this she refers to 
the natural laws that guide the child’s development of his own personality, adapted to 
his physical and social environment. Education is understanding and supporting these 
natural laws, removing the obstacles so that this development happens as naturally and 

undisturbed as possible. These laws are general and universal and define certain 
developmental needs: need for secure attachment; need for order and routines; need 

for particular stimuli during sensitive periods for the development of particular 
abilities; need for independence; freedom of choice and exercise of the will; need to 
know social rules and limits; need for emotional and spiritual support. These needs 
manifest themselves differently in each child according to each child’s temperament 

and genetic imprint, for example some children are shy and cautious, others are more 
outgoing. In order to support development –educate-, we need to observe the 
particular manifestation of these laws and identify the particular strengths and 

challenges for each child. Tranquility and happiness, openness and trust, constancy, 
perseverance, concentration, are all signs that the child is on his path of normal 

development and that there are no major obstacles. Of course this does not mean that 
the child has to show these characteristics all the time (temperament plays a role here 

as well), but that he should be able to show them sometimes. It is not possible to 
remove all obstacles all the time, and experiencing frustration is sometimes good. 
When faced with a limit, the child may fight back, but limits that are good for his 

development will contribute to his inner discipline, will strengthen his will, and will 
support him in his path of normal development. 

Our world is not particularly adapted to the needs of a developing child and we need 
to be particularly observant and aware of what the obstacles are. We will not be able to 

avoid them every time-we can be in a hurry sometimes and may not be able to wait 
until she ties her own shoes or we might need to change a routine momentarily. As 

long as we are aware we will be able to avoid these obstacles more often than not. And 
if there is a challenging behavior we will be better able to understand the causes of this 
behavior and remove the obstacle. It takes practice in observation, and constancy, and 

discipline to know your child and respond to her needs. 
 

Enjoying collaborative 
play and practicing turns 

with the tire swing 

“Only nature, which has established certain laws and determined 
the needs of the human being in the course of development, can 

dictate the educational method to be followed; for this is settled by 
its aim: to satisfy the needs and the laws of life. 

These laws, and these needs, the child himself must indicate by his 
spontaneous manifestations, and by his progress. His tranquility and 
happiness, the intensity of his efforts and the constancy of his freely 

chosen responses, bear witness to them.” 
M.Montessori, The Absorbent Mind, p.75 

 

Looking Ahead 
Feb 19, Mon. No School Presidents’ Day 
Feb 20, Tue. No School. AMI Conference 
Feb 28, Wed. 6pm. Wildflower Network Parent 
Evening 
Mar 9, Fri. Open House: Follow your Child 
March 15-16, Thu-Fri. Parent Check Ins 
  

2/21 Snack, laundry, flowers:  

 
 Making squares with 

the decanomial 

 Reading with friends 

 
Exploring lines  Scrubbing a mat 

Pumping an inner 
tube, so 

interesting! 

 

It was Valentine’s Day 
and someone left a 
delicious heart on 

the park table! 

Learning about the Winter 
Olympic Games with 3-part cards: 

on skis, on skates, on sleighs! 

 Drawing with graphite pencils like our 
artist in residence Helen Miller 


